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SUBJECT: PRESS STORY ALLEGING SOVIETS DO NOT EXPECT SALT 
AGREEMENT BEFORE 25TH CONGRESS 

1 POLITICAL CQUNSELUR NOVEMBER 18 ASKED WASHINGTON 
POST CORRESPONDENT PETER OSNOS FOR BACKGROUND OF 
STORY WHICH APPEARED UNDE-R HIS BYLINE SEVERAL DAYS 
AGO IN HERALD TRIBUNE CITING SOVIET SOURCES AS 
SAYING THAT THERE WAS LITTLE HOPE FOR SALT AGREEMENT 
OR 3RE2HNEV WASHINGTON SUMMIT BEFORE 25TH CPSU 
CONGRESS IN FEBRUARY, OSNOS SAID HIS SOURCE FOR 
STORY HAS EXCELLENT CONTACTS IN CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

apparatus and that he had been briefed by central 

COMMITTEE ON TpIS SUBJECT, IT WAS OSNOS 1 ASSUMPTION 
THEREFORE, that THIS was GENUINE CURRENT SOVIET 
ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION. OSNOS ALSO SAID THIS IN- 
FORMATION was passed on to him before secretary's 



PRESS CONFERENCE COMMENTS CRITICIZING LATEST SOVIET 

response on salt , . ^ „ 

2, OSNOS ASSUMES THAT THIS WAS CLEARLY BEING PASSED 
ON TO HIM FOR BARGAINING PURPOSES, SOVIETS, HE SAID, 

WERE CONVEYING MESSAGE THAT WHILE THEY WOULD VERY 
MUCK LIKE TO SEE SALT AGREEMENT AnD WASHINGTON SUMMIT 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THEY WERE FAIRLY RELAXED ABOUT 

This and would not be hurried into an unsatisfactory 

AGREEMENT, OSNoS ENVINCED ANNOYANCE at statement 
carried in same article that postponement of salt 
settlement would in effect mean no salt agreement 
until 1977 BECAUSE UPCOMING U.S, ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
would INTERFERE WITH N&FOTIATING PROCESS, OSNOS 

stressed that soviet source made no such statement 
and that this was added by Washington post editors. 

OSNOS said that he has contrary impression that 
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POSSIBLE TO NEGOTIATE DESPITE! ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 
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